GGRIPOPULATIONIUPDATE

GCR Releases Population Estimate for December 2007

Current estimates put the New Orleans metro area population at 87 percent of pre-storm levels and suggest
that the City's population is approaching 300,000. Voting data from the fall cycle confirm population trends
in both the City of New Orleans and the metro area.
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In December, 2007, the population of New Orleans reached 295,448, 2] T —— ‘.
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In addition to the activity index, GCR studies electoral participation through-

Although the population remains well below its level prior to Hur- out the community and the state. Voter turnout in recent elections closely
ricane Katrina, the 300,000-resident benchmark is a significant mirrors the population trends identified by our estimates. For example, in
indication of New Orleans’ sustained viability as a major city and as the October, 2007 gubernatorial primary election, 72,993 votes were cast in

an anchor for a large metropolitan area. The City's current population ~ New Orleans, representing 62% of the votes cast from the City in the 2003
is comparable to cities such as Pittsburgh, and the population of the ~ gubernatorial primary. The population in October, 2007, estimated by GCR to
New Orleans metropolitan area is approximately the same size as the ~ be 288,057, constituted precisely the same percentage (62%) of the popula-

Richmond, Louisville, and Memphis metro areas. tion at the time of the 2003 primary, which the Census placed at 465,287.
This correlation, even allowing for slight fluctuations in rates of voter turnout,

To develop these estimates, GCR tracks recovery activity in the City suggests a population very close to that derived from the activity index.

by calculating an “activity index" for each block. More specifi-

cally, we analyze patterns of active utility accounts and utilization, Voting data confirms our understanding of the population trends throughout

postal service delivery statistics, and other resettlement indicators the metropolitan area as well. As more residents return to New Orleans,

throughout New Orleans at the address and block level to gauge the the overall population of the metro area (including Tangipahoa Parish) has
number Of returning residents. This approach allows GCR to monitor reached 870/0 Of its pre-Katrina level. LikeWise, in the 2007 gubernatorial
repopulation trends throughout New Orleans and to report findings at ~ Primary, the metro area’s “share” of statewide votes was 87% of its 2003

a variety of geographical levels including neighborhoods and political ~ share of statewide primary votes. These data demonstrate the return of not

jurisdictions. only the metro area’s population but also its electoral clout.
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A more detailed PowerPoint presentation of these estimates, illustrative maps and further information
can be downloaded at http://www.gcrconsulting.com.



2007 Voting Patterns by Neighborhood
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